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C/aim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, If the differences 
between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such 
that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said 
subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in 
which the invention was made. 

Claims 20 and 1 -2, 4-5, 7-1 5, 1 8, 21 and 23-24 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Madau (6,748,536) in view of Lucy et al. 
(6.759,943) and Geber et al. (6.700,475). 

Regarding claims 20 and 1 , Madau teaches vehicle preferential arrangement in 
the sub-partition (col. 7, lines 58-67, 78) wherein each individual authorization code is 
linked to the sub-partition (col. 6, lines 7-1 1) and is received by the receiver 
arrangement (col. 5, lines 1 2-21 , receiver arrangement associated with key switch 46 
receives data via contact or electromagnetic coupling from key 40) from transponder 
associated with passive key (col. 5, lines 5-22, passive key is analogous to transponder 
whereby the passive key receives energy and responds by sending commands 
associated with setting-up customer configuration stored in the sub-partition in the 
vehicle) providing response to the interrogator via low power electromagnetic signal or 
wireless signal. Furthermore Madau teaches processor arrangement (Fig. 3, processor 
70) to direct signals to automotive peripherals 22. like adjustment of seats, settings of 
an entertainment center associated with customizable vehicle component (Fig. 3, col. 
4. lines 37-44, peripherals 22) and setting takes place automatically upon insertion of 
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the key into the key switch (col. 5, lines 1 7-22; col. 7, lines 64-67) by transmitting 
data via the electrical contacts or a low-powered electromagnetic signal. But Madau is 
silent on transponder position associated with user intending to enter the vehicle 
externally and receiving arrangement including a plurality of receiver circuits. 

However, Lucy teaches, in the art of vehicle setting system, passive remote 
entry device or transponder position associated with user intending to enter the vehicle 
externally (Fig. 1 , col. 2, lines 28-34 and col. 3, line 65 to col. 4, line 7, passive remote 
entry device 40 analogous to transponder at position within A zone outside vehicle) for 
the purpose of providing preference setting before vehicle entry. Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to a person skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to 
include passive remote entry device position associated with user intending to enter 
the vehicle externally in the device of Madau because Madau suggests key in the key 
switch and Lucy teaches passive remote entry device position associated with user 
intending to enter the vehicle externally for the purpose of providing preference 
setting before vehicle entry. 

However, Ceber teaches, in the art of vehicle entry system, receiving 
arrangement including a plurality of receiver circuits (Fig. 1 , col. 5, lines 2-8, plurality 
of receiver circuits associated with plurality of antenna units receiving proximity signal 
from proximity transponder) for the purpose of providing preference setting near 
vehicle entry. Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person skilled in the art at 
the time the invention was made to include receiving arrangement including a plurality 
of receiver circuits in the device of Madau because Madau suggests key in the key 
switch and Geber teaches receiving arrangement including a plurality of receiver 
circuits for the purpose of providing preference setting near vehicle entry. 


I 

I 

I 
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Regarding claim 2, Madau teaches key is inserted into a keyhole (col. 5, lines 5- 
9) and receiving individual authorization code (col. 6, lines 36-40) for accessing sub- 
partition containing individual preference setting (col. 7, lines 58-67). 

Regarding claims 4-5 and 21 , Madau teaches each individual authorization code is 

linked to the sub-partition (col. 6, lines 7-11) and is received from passive transponder key (col. 
5, lines 5-22) via low power electromagnetic signal or wireless signal (col. 5, lines 17-2). 

Regarding claims 7 and 23, Madau teaches the adjustment apparatus of claim 5, 
wherein the interrogation circuit is configured to interrogate the passive transponder 
when a key is inserted into a keyhole receptacle of the vehicle (col. 5, lines 5-9). 

Regarding claims 8 and 24, Lucy teaches the passive transponder responds upon 
proximity to the receiver strength determined within zone A (Fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 9-1 2, Madau is silent on the receiving arrangement includes a 
plurality of receiver circuits arranged in the vehicle as a function of which of the 
receiver circuits receives the identification signals wirelessly communicated by the 
transponder. 

However, Geber teaches, in the art of vehicle entry system, the receiving 
arrangement includes a plurality of receiver circuits arranged in the vehicle as a 
function of which of the receiver circuits receives the Identification signals wirelessly 
communicated by the transponder (col. 5, lines 46-60, the identification authorization 
unit within localized zone outside of respective vehicle door) for the purpose of 

providing local command proximity to respective door. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person skilled in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include the receiving arrangement includes a plurality of receiver circuits 
arranged in the vehicle as a function of which of the receiver circuits receives the identification 
signals wirelessly communicated by the transponder in the device of Madau in view of Lucy 
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because Madau in view of Lucy suggests vehicle command associated with individual setting via 
single receiver and Geber teaches the receiving arrangement includes a plurality of receiver 
circuits arranged in the vehicle as a function of which of the receiver circuits receives the 
identification signals wirelessly communicated by the transponder for the purpose of providing 
local command proximity to respective door. 

Regarding claim 13, Madau continues to teach the adjustment apparatus of claim 1. But 
Madau is silent on transponder position associated with user intending to enter the vehicle 
externally. 

However, Lucy teaches, in the art of vehicle setting system, transponder 
position associated with user intending to enter the vehicle externally (Fig. 1 , col. 3, 
line 65 to col. 4, line 7, transponder 40 within A zone outside vehicle) for the purpose 
of providing preference setting before vehicle entry. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to a person skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to include 
transponder position associated with user Intending to enter the vehicle externally in 
the device of Madau because Madau suggests detector receiving the reflected 
component and Lucy teaches transponder position associated with user intending to 
enter the vehicle externally for the purpose of providing preference setting before 
vehicle entry. 

Regarding claim 14, Madau continues to teach the adjustment apparatus of 
claim 1 3. But Madau is silent on transponder position associated with user intending 
to enter the vehicle externally. 

However, Lucy teaches, in the art of vehicle setting system, transponder 
position associated with user intending to enter the vehicle externally (Fig. 1 , col. 3, 
line 65 to col. 4, line 7, transponder 40 within A zone outside vehicle) for the purpose 
of providing preference setting before vehicle entry. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to a person skilled in the art at the time the Invention was made to Include 


I 
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transponder position associated with user intending to enter the vehicle externally in 
the device of Madau because Madau suggests detector receiving the reflected 
component and Lucy teaches transponder position associated with user intending to 
enter the vehicle externally for the purpose of providing preference setting before 
vehicle entry. 

Regarding claim 1 5, Madau continues to teach setting takes place automatically 
upon insertion the key into the key switch (col. 7, lines 64-67). Madau is not explicit 
on configuring the setting. 

However, Madau teaches automobile as an information terminal having 
computing capabilities in the form of application program (col. 1, lines 63-67) 
suggests configuring the setting. Furthermore, configuring the setting and computing 
capabilities using application program provide same function of system control. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person skilled in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include configuring the setting in the device of Madau because 
Madau suggests setting the preferential function and one skilled in the art recognizes 
configuring the setting. 

Regarding claims 1 8, Madau continues, as claimed to claim 1 3, to teach each 

individual authorization code is linked to the sub-partition (col. 6, lines 7-1 1) and is 

received from passive transponder key (col. 5, lines 5-22) via low power 

electromagnetic signal or wireless signal. 

Claims 6, 19 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Madau in view of Lucy and Geber as applied to claims 5, 1 8 and 21 above, and 
further in view of Stobbe et al. (6,538,560). 
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Regarding claims 6, 1 9 and 22, Madau in view of Lucy is silent on the adjustment 
apparatus of claim 5, wherein the interrogation circuit is configured to interrogate the 
passive transponder when a proximity door opening device is activated. 

However, Stobbe teaches, in the art of vehicle authorization system, door 
opening device associated with localized LF-transmitters 4,5,6 causes the transceiver 
to receive (col. 7, lines 33-39) authorization signal to activate localized door device 
(col. 5, lines 47-59 and col. 6, lines 30-39) with respect to localized transponder 
position proximity to localized door for the purpose of providing selective vehicle 
entry. Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person skilled in the art at the time 
the invention was made to include door opening device associated with localized LF- 
transmitters 4,5,6 causes the transceiver to receive authorization signal to activate 
localized door device with respect to localized transponder position proximity to 
localized door in the device of Madau in view of Lucy and Geber because Madau in view 
of Lucy and Geber suggests vehicle access authorization and Stobbe teaches door 
opening device associated with localized LF-transmitters 4,5,6 causes the transceiver 
to receive authorization signal to activate localized door device with respect to 
localized transponder position proximity to localized door for the purpose of providing 
selective vehicle entry. 

Claims 16-1 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Madau in view of Lucy and Geber as applied to claim 1 3 above, and further in view of 
Garnault et al. (5.844,470). 

Regarding claims 16-17, Madau in view of Lucy and Geber is silent on activation 
detection circuit configured to detect a door handle device to open door upon 
identification matching. 
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However, Garnault teaches, in the art of vehicle authorization system, 
activation detection circuit configured to detect a door handle device to open door 
upon identification matching (col. 4, lines 26-37) for the purpose of providing 
selective vehicle entry. Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person skilled in 
the art at the time the invention was made to include activation detection circuit 
configured to detect a door handle device to open door upon identification matching in 
the device of Madau in view of Lucy and Geber because Madau in view of Lucy and 
Ceber suggests vehicle access authorization and Garnault teaches activation detection 
circuit configured to detect a door handle device to open door upon Identification 
matching for the purpose of providing selective vehicle entry. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claim 3 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten In Independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Regarding claim 3, the prior arts fail to teach or fairly suggest the vehicle 
includes a plurality of keyhole receptacles, the processing arrangement being 
configured to automatically set the user preference of the customizable vehicle 
component as a function of which of the keyhole receptacles the key is inserted into. 
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Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matsuichiro Shimizu whose telephone number is 571 - 
272-3066. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 
8:00 AM to 4:30 PM. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, 
the examiner's supervisor, Michael Horabik, can be reached on 571-272-3068. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-3068. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703- 
305-8576). 

Matuichiro Shimizu A(\J 
September 3, 2005 ^ 



